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Reaching a regional railway without borders CAT – LR – MP 
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Reaching a regional railway without borders 
between Catalonia, Languedoc-Rousillon

and Midi-Pyrénées
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Reaching a regional railway without borders CAT – LR – MP 
1. Previous meetings

September 2010: Festa del Tren a Portbou

March 2012: IX EPF Assembly. Focus on FR-ES connections

Juliol 2013: Meeting at Vilafranca de Conflent

December 2013: Inauguration of international HSL service

Public transport associations from north and
south of Pyrenees are compromised with the free 

mobility of citizens in the European Union
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Reaching a regional railway without borders CAT – LR – MP 
2. Regional trains in the cross-border section
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2. Regional trains in the cross-border section
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Reaching a regional railway without borders CAT – LR – MP 

From State Railways conceptualization to the Region administration and development

•1986. SNCF develops TER service, includding the 

TER Languedoc-Rousillon and the TER Midi-Pyrénées

•2000. A law of solidarity and urban renovation (SRU) 

proposes the transference of competencies of transport 

to the Conseil Régional (Regional Council).

•2002. Regions Council become AOT: Authority of 

Organisation of Transport, and manage* the TER 

services instead of the State. SNCF is the only one 

operator that can provide the service to the regions. 

•1987-1988 Renfe develops some Regional services 

with old self-propelled long distance trains

•1992. Renfe inaugurates the Catalunya Exprés

network, covering main relations within Mediterranian

Corridor and Lleida

•2006. The new Statute of Autonomy of Catalonia 

propose the transference of regional and commuter 

trains from the State to this region.

•2010. Generalitat de Catalunya manages the 

Barcelona’s commuter trains, operated by Renfe.

•2011. Generalitat de Catalunya manages the 

Catalonia’s regional trains, operated by Renfe.

Until this moment, in both cases the railway operator is a State company under a regional government, that
mainly manages fares, timetables, inspections and financial conditions.  The use of the rolling stock is a 

negotiation between regional government and the State company. 

2. Regional trains in the cross-border section
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Reaching a regional railway without borders CAT – LR – MP 
2. Regional trains in the cross-border section

Year 2011
Languedoc –
Rousillon Midi-Pyrénées

Serveis regionals
Catalunya (1)

Km of network 1.474 1.485 862

Number of stations 132 146 127

Trains per day 236 356 105

Million Train-km per year 7,1 9,5

Buses per day 53 80

Average daily demand 20.000 30.000 33.458

Yearly demand 7.300.000 11.000.000 11.100.000

Fraction of national regional demand 2,7% of France 4,2% of France 42% of Spain

Yearly million Passenger-km 523 984,3 (2008)

Budget (2) 117 M€ (2009) 156,57 M€ (2009) 14'8 (3) M€

Parc mòbil 88 (estimated) 56

(1) Barcelona’s commuter trains not included, with 476 km of lines

(2) Cost of service payed with subventions. In France it also includes some infraestructure maintenance

(3) Only operative costs
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Reaching a regional railway without borders CAT – LR – MP 

Connections Information Ticketing Comfort Financing
3. Problems to solve

Connections at Tor de Querol. From Toulouse/Villefranche to Barcelona
From Monday to Friday

R3R3R3R3 R3R3R3R3 NZNZNZNZ R3R3R3R3 TERTERTERTER R3R3R3R3 TERTERTERTER TERTERTERTER R3R3R3R3 TERTERTERTER R3R3R3R3 TERTERTERTER R3R3R3R3 TERTERTERTER TERTERTERTER TERTERTERTER

LMXJV LMXJV LMXJV LMXJV LMXJV LMXJV LMXJV LMXJV LMXJV LMXJV LMXJV LMXJV LMXJV LMXJV LMXJV LMXJV

Paris AusterlitzParis AusterlitzParis AusterlitzParis Austerlitz � - - 21:57 - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Villefranche de ConflentVillefranche de ConflentVillefranche de ConflentVillefranche de Conflent � - - - - - - - 09:58 - - - - - - 17:35 -

Toulouse MatabiauToulouse MatabiauToulouse MatabiauToulouse Matabiau � - - - - 06:45 - 08:45 - - 10:45 - 14:45 - 16:45 - 18:45

La Tor de QuerolLa Tor de QuerolLa Tor de QuerolLa Tor de Querol � - - 07:51 08:50 09:52 10:48 11:52 13:11 13:34 13:52 17:13 17:52 18:52 19:52 20:38 21:52

PuigcerdàPuigcerdàPuigcerdàPuigcerdà � 06:17 07:29 - 08:56 - 10:55 - - 13:41 - 17:20 - 18:59 - - -

VicVicVicVic � 07:50 09:08 - 10:41 - 12:36 - - 15:21 - 19:02 - 20:49 - - -

Barcelona SantsBarcelona SantsBarcelona SantsBarcelona Sants � 09:02 10:26 - 11:57 - 13:55 - - 16:44 - 20:25 - 22:07 - - -

L'Hospitalet de Ll.L'Hospitalet de Ll.L'Hospitalet de Ll.L'Hospitalet de Ll. � 09:09 10:33 - 12:04 - 14:02 - - 16:51 - 20:32 - 22:14 - - -
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Reaching a regional railway without borders CAT – LR – MP 

Connections Information Ticketing Comfort Financing
3. Problems to solve

R3R3R3R3 NZNZNZNZ R3R3R3R3 TERTERTERTER R3R3R3R3 TERTERTERTER TERTERTERTER R3R3R3R3 TERTERTERTER R3R3R3R3 TERTERTERTER R3R3R3R3 TERTERTERTER TERTERTERTER TERTERTERTER

S + D S + D S + D S + D S + D S + D LMXJV S + D S + D S + D S + D S + D S + D LMXJV S + D

Paris AusterlitzParis AusterlitzParis AusterlitzParis Austerlitz  - 21:57 - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Villefranche de ConflentVillefranche de ConflentVillefranche de ConflentVillefranche de Conflent  - - - - - - 09:58 - - - - - - 17:35 -

Toulouse MatabiauToulouse MatabiauToulouse MatabiauToulouse Matabiau  - - - 06:45 - 08:45 - - 10:45 - 14:45 - 16:45 - 18:45

La Tor de QuerolLa Tor de QuerolLa Tor de QuerolLa Tor de Querol  - 07:51 08:48 09:52 11:13 11:52 13:11 13:47 13:52 16:52 17:52 18:59 19:52 20:38 21:52

PuigcerdàPuigcerdàPuigcerdàPuigcerdà  06:52 - 08:54 - 11:20 - - 13:54 - 16:59 - 19:06 - - -

VicVicVicVic  08:31 - 10:30 - 13:01 - - 15:36 - 18:46 - 20:51 - - -

Barcelona SantsBarcelona SantsBarcelona SantsBarcelona Sants  09:46 - 11:37 - 14:12 - - 16:50 - 19:58 - 22:06 - - -

L'Hospitalet de Ll.L'Hospitalet de Ll.L'Hospitalet de Ll.L'Hospitalet de Ll.  09:53 - 11:44 - 14:19 - - 16:57 - 20:05 - 22:13 - - -

Connections at Tor de Querol. From Toulouse/Villefranche to Barcelona
Saturdays and Sundays
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Reaching a regional railway without borders CAT – LR – MP 

Connections Information Ticketing Comfort Financing
3. Problems to solve

Connections at Tor de Querol. From Barcelona to Toulouse/Villefranche
From Monday to Friday

TERTERTERTER TERTERTERTER TERTERTERTER R3R3R3R3 R3R3R3R3 TERTERTERTER TERTERTERTER R3R3R3R3 TERTERTERTER R3R3R3R3 TERTERTERTER R3R3R3R3 NZNZNZNZ R3R3R3R3 R3R3R3R3

LMXJV LMXJV LMXJV LMXJV LMXJV LMXJV LMXJV LMXJV LMXJV LMXJV LMXJV LMXJV LMXJV LMXJV LMXJV

L'Hospitalet de Ll.L'Hospitalet de Ll.L'Hospitalet de Ll.L'Hospitalet de Ll. � - - - 06:14 09:43 - - 12:25 - 14:53 - 16:54 - 18:19 18:49

Barcelona SantsBarcelona SantsBarcelona SantsBarcelona Sants � - - - 06:22 09:51 - - 12:33 - 15:01 - 17:02 - 18:27 18:57

VicVicVicVic � - - - 07:43 11:15 - - 13:53 - 16:17 - 18:13 - 19:35 20:17

PuigcerdàPuigcerdàPuigcerdàPuigcerdà � - - - 09:34 12:59 - - 15:42 - 18:00 - 20:07 - 21:06 22:01

La Tor de QuerolLa Tor de QuerolLa Tor de QuerolLa Tor de Querol � 05:21 07:21 08:28 09:40 13:05 13:21 14:56 15:48 17:21 18:06 19:21 - 20:20 - -

Toulouse MatabiauToulouse MatabiauToulouse MatabiauToulouse Matabiau � 08:19 10:19 - - - 16:19 - - 20:18 - 22:21 - 23:16 - -

Villefranche de ConflentVillefranche de ConflentVillefranche de ConflentVillefranche de Conflent � - - 11:49 - - - 18:20 - - - - - - - -

Paris AusterlitzParis AusterlitzParis AusterlitzParis Austerlitz � - - - - - - - - - - - - 07:22 - -

Lost transfers caused by Renfe not arriving to La Tor de Querol
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Reaching a regional railway without borders CAT – LR – MP 

Connections Information Ticketing Comfort Financing
3. Problems to solve

Connections at Tor de Querol. From Barcelona to Toulouse/Villefranche
Saturdays and Sundays

TERTERTERTER TERTERTERTER TERTERTERTER R3R3R3R3 R3R3R3R3 TERTERTERTER TERTERTERTER R3R3R3R3 TERTERTERTER R3R3R3R3 TERTERTERTER R3R3R3R3 NZNZNZNZ R3R3R3R3

S + D S + D S + D S + D S + D S + D S + D S + D S + D S + D S + D S + D S + D S + D

L'Hospitalet de Ll.L'Hospitalet de Ll.L'Hospitalet de Ll.L'Hospitalet de Ll. � - - - 06:53 09:28 - - 11:59 - 15:02 - 17:09 - 18:49

Barcelona SantsBarcelona SantsBarcelona SantsBarcelona Sants � - - - 07:01 09:36 - - 12:07 - 15:10 - 17:17 - 18:57

VicVicVicVic � - - - 08:16 10:51 - - 13:26 - 16:23 - 18:32 - 20:19

PuigcerdàPuigcerdàPuigcerdàPuigcerdà � - - - 10:07 12:32 - - 15:08 - 18:11 - 20:17 - 22:00

La Tor de QuerolLa Tor de QuerolLa Tor de QuerolLa Tor de Querol � 07:21 08:28 09:21 10:13 12:38 13:21 14:56 15:14 17:21 18:17 19:21 - 20:20 -

Toulouse MatabiauToulouse MatabiauToulouse MatabiauToulouse Matabiau � 10:19 - 12:19 - - 16:19 - - 20:18 - 22:21 - 23:16 -

Villefranche de ConflentVillefranche de ConflentVillefranche de ConflentVillefranche de Conflent � - 11:49 - - - - 18:20 - - - - - - -

Paris AusterlitzParis AusterlitzParis AusterlitzParis Austerlitz � - - - - - - - - - - - - 07:22 -

Lost transfers caused by Renfe not arriving to La Tor de Querol
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Reaching a regional railway without borders CAT – LR – MP 

Connections Information Ticketing Comfort Financing
3. Problems to solve

Connections at Portbou. From Montpellier to Barcelona
From Monday to Friday

New connections thanks to new
services of Generalitat

MDMDMDMD TERTERTERTER RRRR RG1RG1RG1RG1 NZNZNZNZ TERTERTERTER RRRR NZNZNZNZ TERTERTERTER RRRR MDMDMDMD TERTERTERTER RG1RG1RG1RG1 RRRR MDMDMDMD TERTERTERTER RRRR TERTERTERTER RG1RG1RG1RG1 RRRR TERTERTERTER RRRR TERTERTERTER TERTERTERTER RRRR TERTERTERTER TeozTeozTeozTeoz RG1RG1RG1RG1 TERTERTERTER MDMDMDMD TERTERTERTER

LMXJV LMXJV LMXJV LMXJV LMXJV LMXJV LMXJV LMXJV LMXJV LMXJV LMXJV LMXJV LMXJV LMXJV LMXJV LMXJV LMXJV LMXJV LMXJV LMXJV LMXJV LMXJV LMXJV LMXJV LMXJV LMXJV LMXJV LMXJV LMXJV LMXJV LMXJV

ParisParisParisParis � - - - - 21:57 - - Strasb. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 09:42 - - - -

�

MontpellierMontpellierMontpellierMontpellier � - - - - | 05:50 - 06:38 06:50 - - 08:50 - - - 10:50 - 12:50 - - - - - 15:50 - 16:50 | - 17:50 - 19:50

NarbonneNarbonneNarbonneNarbonne � - - - - 06:43 06:55 - 07:41 07:55 - - 09:55 - - - 11:55 - 13:55 - - - - - 16:55 - 17:55 18:14 - 18:55 - 20:55

PerpignanPerpignanPerpignanPerpignan � - 06:20 - - 07:24 07:45 - 08:19 08:45 - - 10:45 - - - 12:45 - 14:45 - - 15:49 - 17:11 17:45 - 18:45 18:52 - 19:45 - 21:41

CerbèreCerbèreCerbèreCerbère � - 06:54 - - 08:12 08:22 - 09:08 09:22 - - 11:24 - - - 13:24 - 15:24 - - 16:26 - 17:48 18:22 - 19:24 19:37 - 20:22 - 22:18

PortbouPortbouPortbouPortbou � 06:23 - 07:03 07:38 08:22 - 08:33 09:17 - 10:33 11:27 11:28 11:38 12:35 13:27 13:28 14:33 15:28 15:38 16:03 - 17:33 17:51 - 19:03 19:28 - 19:38 - 20:28 -

FigueresFigueresFigueresFigueres � 06:43 - 07:28 08:01 - - 08:58 - - 10:58 11:49 - 12:01 13:00 13:49 - 14:58 - 16:01 16:28 - 17:58 - - 19:28 - - 20:01 - 20:50 -

GironaGironaGironaGirona � 07:13 - 08:06 08:38 - - 09:36 - - 11:36 12:19 - 12:38 13:39 14:19 - 15:36 - 16:38 17:06 - 18:36 - - 20:06 - - 20:38 - 21:19 -

Barcelona-Barcelona-Barcelona-Barcelona- EstacióEstacióEstacióEstació

de Françade Françade Françade França
� | - | | - - | - - | | - | | | - | - | | - | - - | - - | - | -

Barcelona-Barcelona-Barcelona-Barcelona- PasseigPasseigPasseigPasseig

de Gràciade Gràciade Gràciade Gràcia
� 08:35 - 09:25 | - - 11:05 - - 13:05 13:35 - | 15:05 15:35 - 17:05 - | 18:35 - 20:04 - - 21:35 - - | - 22:35 -

Barcelona-SantsBarcelona-SantsBarcelona-SantsBarcelona-Sants � 08:39 - 09:39 10:41 - - 11:09 - - 13:09 13:39 - 14:40 15:09 15:39 - 17:09 - 18:43 18:39 - 20:09 - - 21:39 - - 22:42 - 22:39 -

Lost transfers caused by SNCF not arriving to Portbou
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Reaching a regional railway without borders CAT – LR – MP 

Connections Information Ticketing Comfort Financing
3. Problems to solve

Connections at Portbou. From Montpellier to Barcelona
Saturdays and Sundays
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Reaching a regional railway without borders CAT – LR – MP 

Connections Information Ticketing Comfort Financing
3. Problems to solve

Connections at Cervera de la Marenda. From Barcelona to Montpellier
From Monday to Friday

But RG1, the new services of
Generalitat, don’t arrive to
Cervera de la Marenda

TERTERTERTER TERTERTERTER TERTERTERTER TEOZTEOZTEOZTEOZ TERTERTERTER RRRR TERTERTERTER RRRR TERTERTERTER MDMDMDMD RG1RG1RG1RG1 RRRR TERTERTERTER MDMDMDMD RRRR TERTERTERTER RG1RG1RG1RG1 RRRR TERTERTERTER TERTERTERTER RRRR TERTERTERTER RG1RG1RG1RG1 TERTERTERTER NZNZNZNZ RRRR MDMDMDMD NZNZNZNZ RRRR RG1RG1RG1RG1

LMXJV LMXJV LMXJV LMXJV LMXJV LMXJV LMXJV LMXJV LMXJV LMXJV LMXJV LMXJV LMXJV LMXJV LMXJV LMXJV LMXJV LMXJV LMXJV LMXJV LMXJV LMXJV LMXJV LMXJV LMXJV LMXJV LMXJV LMXJV LMXJV LMXJV

Barcelona-SantsBarcelona-SantsBarcelona-SantsBarcelona-Sants � - - - - - 06:16 - 07:16 - 08:22 07:46 09:16 - 10:16 11:16 - 11:46 13:16 - - 15:16 - 15:46 - - 17:16 17:46 - 19:16 19:42

Barcelona-Barcelona-Barcelona-Barcelona- PasseigPasseigPasseigPasseig

de Gràciade Gràciade Gràciade Gràcia
� - - - - - 06:20 - 07:20 - 08:27 | 09:20 - 10:21 11:20 - | 13:20 - - 15:20 - | - - 17:20 17:51 - 19:20 |

Barcelona-Barcelona-Barcelona-Barcelona- EstacióEstacióEstacióEstació dededede

FrançaFrançaFrançaFrança
� - - - - - | - | - | | | - | | - | | - - | - | - - | | - | |

GironaGironaGironaGirona � - - - - - 07:48 - 08:58 - 09:41 09:56 10:49 - 11:35 12:48 - 13:56 14:48 - - 16:48 - 17:56 - - 18:48 19:05 - 20:54 21:56

FigueresFigueresFigueresFigueres � - - - - - 08:27 - 09:37 - 10:13 10:33 11:29 - 12:07 13:27 - 14:33 15:27 - - 17:27 - 18:33 - - 19:27 19:37 - 21:30 22:33

PortbouPortbouPortbouPortbou � - - - - - 08:53 - 10:03 - 10:33 10:56 11:53 - 12:27 13:53 - 14:56 15:53 - - 17:52 - 18:56 - - 19:53 19:57 - 21:55 22:56

CerbèreCerbèreCerbèreCerbère � 05:40 06:35 07:05 07:25 07:40 08:57 09:35 10:07 10:35 - - 11:57 12:35 - 13:57 14:35 - 15:57 16:35 17:35 17:57 18:35 - 19:35 19:40 19:57 - 20:24 - -

PerpignanPerpignanPerpignanPerpignan � 06:22 07:18 07:48 08:12 08:22 - 10:18 - 11:13 - - - 13:18 - - 15:18 - - 17:22 18:20 - 19:18 - 20:18 20:26 - - 21:10 - -

NarbonneNarbonneNarbonneNarbonne � 07:09 08:09 08:32 08:54 09:10 - 11:09 - - - - - 14:09 - - 16:09 - - 18:09 19:09 - 20:09 - 21:09 21:41 - - 21:50 - -

MontpellierMontpellierMontpellierMontpellier � 08:13 09:13 09:34 | 10:13 - 12:13 - - - - - 15:13 - - 17:13 - - 19:13 20:13 - 21:13 - 22:13 | - - 22:57 - -

ParisParisParisParis � - - - 17:18 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 07:22 - - Strasb. - -

Lost transfers caused by Renfe not arriving to Cervera de la Marenda
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Reaching a regional railway without borders CAT – LR – MP 

Connections Information Ticketing Comfort Financing
3. Problems to solve

Connections at Cervera de la Marenda. From Barcelona to Montpellier
Saturdays and Sundays
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Reaching a regional railway without borders CAT – LR – MP 

� Coordination of several punctual trains. Currently it difficult the coordination between Renfe

and SNCF.

� Lots of trains could cross borders but they don't do it. Adding only one more station crossing the 

border, with current timetables, more transfers could be guaranteed 

� Too much timetables exceptions in SNCF. Different timetables for spring-summer and autumn-

winter in the case of Renfe

� Passport controls delay trains and do impossible the connections

� Enable a cadence timetable in one or both sides. If one operator establishes high frequency 

and cadence it would be easier to transfer considering the timetables of the other side. The best 

option would be cadence in both sides to reduce time transfer and maximize the possibilities of 

transfer.

� Direct trains across the border. Two options can be considered:

� Automatic gauge change trains, like the Talgo or CAF Alvia

� Implementation of Standard gauge in Iberian side

Connections Information Ticketing Comfort Financing
3. Problems to solve

THREE STRATEGIES / TERMS TO HAVE IN CONSIDERATION

1

2

3
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Reaching a regional railway without borders CAT – LR – MP 

Connections Information Ticketing Comfort Financing
3. Problems to solve
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Reaching a regional railway without borders CAT – LR – MP 

3
4

1

2

5

6

Connections Information Ticketing Comfort Financing
3. Problems to solve
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Reaching a regional railway without borders CAT – LR – MP 

Connections Information Ticketing Comfort Financing
3. Problems to solve
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Reaching a regional railway without borders CAT – LR – MP 

Connections Information Ticketing Comfort Financing
3. Problems to solve

-Not standarized fare for each km

-Not harmonised fares between long distance and regional trains in Spain

-Different criteria for social protection (for example limits of age for young and old
people)

-Different concept of recurrency (10 trips, one week, one month…)

-Different treatment of travel groups
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Reaching a regional railway without borders CAT – LR – MP 

Connections Information Ticketing Comfort Financing
3. Problems to solve

Last agreements between Generalitat de Catalunya and
Renfe State Operator allowed to improve the seats of
trains running at R3 international line between Tor de 
Querol and Barcelona.
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Reaching a regional railway without borders CAT – LR – MP 

Connections Information Ticketing Comfort Financing
3. Problems to solve

Serveis Regionals de Catalunya

Tickets sold in 
Catalonia; 45; 

75%

Subvention 
from Spanish 

State; 15; 25%

Aproximately figures in million €. Year 2011. Source: Renfe 2012 Yearbook.Source: unknown

Regional trains in CataloniaRegional trains in France

In both cases the State is providing the main economical sources to the regional service, with a growing
participation of Regional Governments in order to extend the service and to applicate other improvements.

The subvention condicions are very different in Spain and France: 25-35% in front of 60-75%
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Reaching a regional railway without borders CAT – LR – MP 

Connections Information Ticketing Comfort Financing
3. Problems to solve
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Reaching a regional railway without borders CAT – LR – MP 
4.1 Opportunities: nearest managing of rail services
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Reaching a regional railway without borders CAT – LR – MP 

Nîmes - Le Gran du Roi 07/2011

Béziers - Bédarieux 12/2012

La Bastide - Marvejols 06/2012

Carcassone - Quillan 03/2012

Perpignan - Villefranche 12/2011

•200 000 voyages / an avant l'application du nouveau tarif
695 000 après
+ 145 % de fréquentation entre Carcassonne et Quillan

+ 170 % de fréquentation entre Nîmes et Le Grau du Roi

+ 170 % de fréquentation entre Villefranche et Perpignan

+ 30 % entre Ceilhes et Béziers

+ 60 % entre Marvejols et La Bastide

4.1 Opportunities: nearest managing of rail services
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Reaching a regional railway without borders CAT – LR – MP 

Etat

193

Résea Ferré 

de France 

(Etat)

179

22%

EU - Feder

48

6%

Conseil 

Régional Midi-

Pyrénées

400

48%

2002 2012

Trains 150 dessertes/jour 348 dessertes/jour

TER 5 millions de voyages/an 11,8 millions de voyages/an

Autocars

53 liaisons/jour 53 liaisons/jour

4 300 000 km parcourus 6 458 120 km parcourus

2,1 millions de voyages/an 1,2 millions de voyages/an

Objectives: To duplicate passengers

Works: 550 km of renewed tracks, 25 km of duplicated

track, 250 km of signaling modernization, 20 

modernized bridges, and increasing of capacity in 

Toulouse Matabiau Station

Investment: 820 M€

4.1 Opportunities: nearest managing of rail services



26

Reaching a regional railway without borders CAT – LR – MP 
4.1 Opportunities: nearest managing of rail services

Increasing services: For first time from 1992, new scheduled trains in 

Tarragona and Girona areas. Improvements in lines R3 (Puigcerdà – BCN) 

and others. New half-direct trains in R3 and R4 lines

Enlarging fare integration: All the regional trains are integrated in the

common fare system for bus and train in Tarragona. 

Rodalies de 
Girona

Rodalies del 
Camp de 
Tarragona
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Reaching a regional railway without borders CAT – LR – MP 
4.2 Opportunities: synergies between regional trains and HST

80s: First attemption to connect Barcelona with France, under

the liderage of Ferrocarrils de la Generalitat de Catalunya (FGC)

1990: FGC concluded the feasibility study and project of the new

HSL. Spanish Goverment rejects to priorize this internacional 

connection due to the prority of radial projects from Madrid

1995: Generalitat de Catalunya concludes the land reserves in 

order to make easier the construction of the line, competence of

the State

1996: HSL Barcelona – France is aproved by the State but as 

an extension of radial project Madrid – Barcelona.

2008: Inauguration of the HSL Madrid – Barcelona

2011: Inauguration of the international HSL section between 

Perpignan and Figueres

2012: Inauguration of the HSL Barcelona - Figueres

2013: First direct services, operated by Renfe and SNCF

Definitively opened standard gauge and fast connection through Pyrenees
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Reaching a regional railway without borders CAT – LR – MP 

A strange reciprocity at border stations

Hendaye

Irun

Oloron

St.Marie

Canfranc

La Tor

de Querol

Puigcerdà

Portbou

Figueres

Vilafant

Perpinyà

Iberian Gauge 
Standard Gauge 

Metric Gauge (Train Jaune SNCF)
Metric Gauge (Topo. EuskoTren)

4.3 Opportunities: optimize the transfer border stations

Cervera de

la Marenda

Closed connection
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Reaching a regional railway without borders CAT – LR – MP 
4.3 Opportunities: to optimize the transfer border stations

Cervera de

la Marenda

Portbou Portbou

•Double stop

•Standard gauge between Cervera de la 
Marenda and Portbou and Girona

Puigcerdà

La Tor de Q.

Puigcerdà

La Tor de Q.

•Centralization of interchanges at
Puigcerdà

•Metric gauge instead of Iberian gauge
between la Tor de Q. and Puigcerdà

NOW PROPOSAL NOW PROPOSAL

Cervera de

la Marenda
Iberian Gauge 

Standard Gauge 

Proposed

change of 

gauge
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TOR DE QUEROL

PUIGCERDÀ

N
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VVííaa LIbreLIbre

4.4 Opportunities: to take profit of technologies
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In front of absence of 
infrastructure, two countries are 
able to connect their railways by 
ferry...

Why can't we ensure more direct 
connections when the rail 
infrastructure is continuous?

4.4 Opportunities: to take profit of technologies
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